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The proposed new Bovine TB control strategy for England sets
out a new approach to collectively move us closer to a TB-free
future over the next 12 years.
The 5 goals of the strategy are;

1.Reducing Cattle-Cattle spread
More targeted and sensitive testing (e.g. blood testing) to find
infection earlier in high risk herds, with the aim to reduce
repeat breakdowns and make movements safer. This will also
give farmers more options to better manage high risk animals
within the herd better.
y Clearer TB risk information to support farmers in making
purchasing decisions.
'~ Proactively maintaining TB free status on farms.

2.Making timely and effective data led decisions
Information sharing between APHA, vets and farmers to allow
quick and informed decision making.

Improvements made to ibTB mapping.
3.Staying TB free through prevention and innovation

Faster local action when a new outbreak occurs. Preparing for vaccination by 2030.
4.Building stronger partnerships and giving farmers and vets more control locally

Supporting local TB groups to allow farmers and vets to shape TB action together with APHA.
5.Managing disease risk to cattle from other farmed species, and wildlife.

Expanded badger vaccination and surveillance for TB in badgers, deer and other non-bovines

We will be aiming to host a meeting on this when more information is available to
us. But please feel free to contact us in the meantime for discussion. Also
remember that all livestock farms - not just Cattle - are eligible to a paired set of
funded vet visits to walk the farm and discuss tailored risk avoidance and disease
management that can be achieved, with support to do this.

To find out more visit tbhub.co.uk or speak to your vet.
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Getting the most from Worm Egg Count Testing: Why Sample Collection Matters
Worm egg counts (WEC's) are an essential tool for making informed parasite
control decisions. The help to identify when treatment is needed, monitor the
effectiveness of worming products and support responsible use of anthelmintics.
However, the accuracy of results depends heavily upon the quality of the sample
collected.
The results of a WEC must always be interpreted in context of animal age, grazing
history, clinical signs and weather conditions. Working with your veterinary
practice to help make informed decisions, while slowing the development of
anthelmintic resistance. - ‘ |
Collect Fresh Samples
Freshness is the most important factor - ideally samples
should be collected immediately after they have been
passed when they are still warm. Over time, worm eggs
hatch or degrade, reducing the accuracy of the count.
Therefore, avoid collecting samples that have been lying in the field, portlculorly in
warm and/or wet weather.
Prevent Contamination
Use a clean glove or disposable scoop and place into a clean sealable container.
Try to avoid including soil, bedding or water which can interfere with testing.
Individual or Pooled Samples?
Individual = Investigation of poor performance, diarrhoea or suspected parasite
burdens in individual animals.
Pooled = Cost effective assessment of a management group. Typically faeces
from 10-15 randomly selected animals per group. Equal amounts from each are
then combined to form a single representative sample.
:"ﬂ Sample Storage
‘ Refrigerate as soon as possible after collection - DO NOT FREEZE as
" this damages parasite eggs. Can be kept chilled for 24-48 hrs

“. maximum, avoid direct sunlight and hot vehicles.

Labelling
¢ Useful details to include; Species, Age, Number of animals in the

group, Sample date, Recent worming history, Clinical signs (poor
grow?n Weq’lt loss, scour) and grazing management (e.g. mixed grazing with
cattle, stocking rates and rotational grazing).
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Need advice?
If you are uncertain about which animals to sample, how many samples to
collect, or when to test, our team is happy to help.
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Animal Health and Welfare Review Reminder

Pathway grant funding is will be set to expire in
June 2027, as yet the next steps after this date
are not clear. Therefore, we encourage clients
who have not yet engaged, and those that
have so far just completed 1 or 2 rounds to get
in touch. Each farm can apply for 3 rounds of
funding at 10 month intervals.

Please see the link below for guidance on how
to apply including video instructions designed
to make the process as simple as possible;
https://defrafarming.blog.gov.uk/2026/07/06/
watch-how-to-apply-for-vet-visit-funding/

Bluetongue Update
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Bluetongue Virus (BTV-3) remains a
significant disease risk for livestock across
the UK, and with recent confirmed cases in
both Devon and Somerset, it is a timely
reminder for all livestock keepers to remain
vigilant. Sheep are most severely affected,
although cattle can also develop clinical
signs and act as a source of infection.
N Please monitor stock closely for signs
. T : including fever, mouth ulcers, excessive
5,’ salivation, nasal discharge, facial swelling
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i B iy . and  lameness, and report  suspicions

Agency A
* promptly.

Now is also a good time to review your
farm’s biosecurity, movement plans and
vaccination strategy with your vet to help
protect your herd or flock during the midge
season.

Summer Open Day for Sheep Keepers - Saturday 15" August

Mimi has kindly agreed to host an open day with us and clients this Summer with her Pedigree
Zwartble flock.

We will be discussing parasites and medicine usage in Sheep as well as getting some practice of
grading meat lambs.

Contact us at the practice on 01308 456771 for more
information or to book a place. You can also email Mimi
at admin@bredyvets.co.uk.

We also look forward to sharing a drink with you all at
Melplash Show in the 27th August
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